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Impostors of Christianity XVII
Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point: “Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”

So far we have looked at these attributes of God:

1.) God is a triune being



5.) God is omnipresent 
(Covered as one of the Impostors items)

6.) God is personal.
2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)



7.) God is omniscient.
3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy



8.) God is omnipotent

4.) God is spirit.  




9.) God is immutable and sovereign
Now let’s look briefly at one more reality concerning God: He is our Father.  Unlike the common statement that everyone is a child of God, the only children of God are those people who profess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior (see John 1:12).
The first time I started studying this fact, I was just “blown away” to consider that the Creator of the universe Who has all of the above ten attributes and more is also our Father!  With the work of Jesus, He has removed our sins from our record AND He has put into our records the good works of Jesus.  Therefore we are at peace with God


Rom 5:1 “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

And we have the peace of God:

Phil 4:7 “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

But He also has adopted us as His children.  Having done the first two imputations, He could have just let us coexist in the universe with Him since He took away our sins and made us righteous.  But God also adopted us!  [I love the “but God” expressions in the Bible!]

I was so taken aback by this revelation of adoption that I wrote a little paper on the topic that I hope you will read this week: http://livingtheology.com/Adoption.htm.  Here are a few of the basic support verses:
Eph 1:5 "He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will." 

1 John 3:1 "See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him." 

John 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,”
Rom 8:15 “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"

Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.”

I do hope that you have time to read my paper on this subject but I hope that I can also give you a bit of another insight into the fact that we are indeed children of God.
We cannot go backward!  We have been born of the Spirit, sealed by the Spirit, and indwelt by the Spirit.  There is no direction for us except to mature as His children.
Born of the Spirit: Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,”
Sealed By the Spirit: Eph 1:13 “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,”

Indwelt by the Spirit: 1Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”

So we cannot decide to go back to being a child of the devil.  If we grieve the indwelling Spirit He will discipline us to keep us going in the proper direction or He may remove us from our physical existence (rendered “sleep” below) if we grieve the Spirit too much!
Heb 12:5 “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him;”

1Cor 11:27 “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.

1Cor 11:28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

1Cor 11:29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.

1Cor 11:30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.

Having the Holy God as our Father is such a wonderful concept that we must let it sink deeply into our consciousness.  There is no reason for me to be anxious about anything when I understand that the Holy, omnipresent, omniscient, sovereign God is also my loving Father.  Simultaneously I must understand the responsibilities of being in the Family of God.  God does not let His children live in sin.  David sinned but not nearly as bad as the other kings of his time.  But God severely disciplined him and made him pay many consequences for his sins.  I remember when our son asked to do something and he said “all the other kids are doing it”.  I replied in part: “their last names are not Combs!”  So being in the Family of God is not all just fun and games!  This adoption is very serious business and we need to take it very seriously.  We are also called to suffer with Him:

2Tim 2:3 “Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”

Our priority must always involve first being a holy child of God.  If our number one priority is serving Jesus properly then we will be a better husband, father, employee, employer, etc than if we did not have such as our number one priority.  
I pray that all of us will meditate daily on the above as we walk in the world.  Every morning before we stand up by our beds (or roll out on the floor!) let us all praise God for His mercy for 
a.) Giving us the faith to believe in Him, 
b.) The work of Jesus in paying the penalty for our sins, 
c.) Imputing the righteousness of Jesus into our eternal accounts, and 
d.) For adopting us as His children. 
